Getting the message across

· What are gestures?

· Why do we use them?

· Can you think of any gestures that are not used to communicate?

Read the text and find out if it answers the questions.


· Can you think of examples of primary or secondary gestures? What about a yawn, a frown, a cough, a wink? 

· Do people make any of these gestures in your country? What do they mean?

· What about conscious and sub-conscious gestures? Can you think of any examples

LISTEN to the cassette – Take 3 Cass 2 Unit 14 ex. 2 – Do you like to “People Watch”.

· Can you think of situations where gestures are more important?

Disabled
animals
children
interference / noise
underwater

LISTEN to the cassette – Take 3 Cass 2 Unit 14 ex. 5 – How important are gestures?

IDEA Try to switch off the sound from the television and study people’s gestures. 

A gesture is an action that sends a visual signal to an onlooker. To become a gesture, an action has to be seen by someone else and has to communicate some piece of information to them. It can do this either because the gesturer wants to send a signal - as when he waves to someone - or he can do it incidentally - as when he sneezes. The hand wave is a ‘primary gesture’ because its only function is communication It is a piece of communication from start to finish. The sneeze by contrast is a secondary gesture. Its primary function is mechanical and is concerned with the sneezer’s personal breathing problem. However, in its secondary role, a movement of the hand towards the nose followed by a sneeze cannot help but transmit a message - it warns other people you may have a cold!











